
1903 - 2022

THE EVOLUTION OF 
The New Zealand 

Automobile Association Inc

1904 - 1915

1903
Auckland eye surgeon Dr George Thomas Humphrey de Clive Lowe forms 
the Auckland Automobile Association (AAA) with fellow motoring enthusiasts. 

Auckland CBD to Howick in East Auckland. The AAA pioneered the concept  
 

Competency”. Today, the AA is contracted by the NZ Transport Agency to 

1904 The AAA “Better Roads”
for road upgrades.

Automobile associations (AAs) form in  
Canterbury, Nelson, Otago, Wellington,  
Wanganui, Hawkes Bay, Wairarapa,  

 
Taranaki and North Auckland.

1915 The AAA begins marking routes with signposts. 70 signs and 

1921 - 1923 AAs form in Oamaru and New Plymouth.

1924

1925 AA road map  

1929

1928 An AA forms in Manawatu. At this point, most of the country has a 
local AA. The AAA patrol system, a predecessor of 

The AA begins road safety education in schools  

Motoring Advocacy team and AA Driving School are still  
instrumental in road safety education today.

1935
A national monthly publication called “The AA News” launches. It changes 

 
AA Directions magazine is published twice a year in print and four times  
a year online.

1964  

1980s The New Zealand Automobile Association Inc.

1987 AA Finance

1991 All AAs merge into the NZAA under the leadership of Brian Gibbons. The AA 

1994
AA Insurance  

1998 The AA introduces AA Rewards with BP  
AA Members.

2003 The AA celebrates its centenary  
one million Members.

2003/04

2005 The AA Motoring Excellence Awards

2010 AA Battery Service and AA Auto Glass
and windscreen repairs and replacements.

1993 AA PLUS 

AA Life Insurance

The AA replaces

2011
AA Smartfuel is launched, replacing AA Rewards. Motorists 
can accumulate “cents per litre” fuel discounts when they 
shop at participating retailers.

The AA Research Foundation is established as a dedicated 

2014
AA Ignition  

 

AA Roadservice  
nature of problem, without making a call.

2016
AA Health Insurance launches, a partnership  
between the AA and leading health insurance  

 
health insurance options.

AA Driving School  
 

2012
AA Motoring launches Car of the Year (COTY)

                        SpecSavers

2013
The AA rebrands to our current brand architecture which has been  

 
The introduction of the AA Club Mark to celebrate we are a club that has  
been ‘Guiding life’s journeys for over 120 years’.

The AA and AA Insurance  AA Home  
 

a year, for those things that go wrong around the house. There are two subscription  
options to choose from, AA Home Response and AA Home Response Plus  

 
locksmiths and more. 

AA Pet Insurance, a partnership

launches with a suite of products for
cat and dog owners.

The inaugural AA Driven NZ Car of the Year

 
1.7 million Members.

2018

2016 Countdown loyalty programme Onecard so cardholders 

2019 AA Money

Call 0800 600 777, go to aamoney.co.nz or visit your nearest AA Centre

2020
AA 

 
 

 
a charging station.

AA Roadservice
 

2021 AA  

2022 AA 
October 2022

AA  


